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Not less, and to a very conscious degree,
was Buddhism a protest against a certain
variety of scepticism current at the time.
But with this we shall better be able to deal
when engaged on its philosophy of causation,
Here I wish to dwell on the very definite and
remarkable impress given to their religion
and philosophy precisely in consequence of,
and as a weapon against, this state of over-
wrought metaphysical speculation. I refer
to the science of mind, or psychology, which
the Buddhist movement initiated, and
which Buddhist culture subsequently devel-
oped In this respect, the Buddhists are the
true Eastern compeers of Aristotle and
Western psychology, and the day will come
when their analysis of mind will rank, in the
history of psychology, and from a universal
standpoint, equal in achievement with that
of the Greeks, and indeed of Europe generally,
up to the time when psycho-physiology was
introduced.

This mental analysis is quite unmythological
and scientific. The older, pre-Buddhistic
Upanishads contain fine germs of psychologi-
cal insight, shadowy outlines of a theory
of sense-perception in particular. But the
tone is child-like and poetical ; the utter-
ances are sporadic aphorisms. Moon and
gods and demons are ever at hand as an
explanation of functions not investigated.
There is a lack of sobriety. The Pitakas,
on the other hand, not only in Abhidhamma